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The Centre for Domestic Employees’ (CDE) Handy Guides series serves as an eye-opener for
some of the common misconceptions that might occur between foreign domestic employees
and their employer(s). The series portrays common misconceptions in a light-hearted manner
to help both parties better understand each other. We hope that the series will help manage
mutual expectations, especially in the initial stages of employment.

Covering topics like cultural differences, employment-related issues and even the need for
open communication, the Handy Guides series can help both employer and foreign domestic
employee open the channels of communication and eventually, build a healthy relationship
between both parties.

The Handy Guides are available in 4 different bilingual versions: English-Bahasa Indonesia,
English-Burmese, English-Tagalog and English-Tamil. To access the e-version of the Handy
Guides series, please visit www.cde.org.sg.



SO00 MORNING MIN. TODAY IS
YOUR FIRST DAY AT WORK. ALL THE
BEST AND DO HAYE BREAKFAST
BEFORE YOU START WORKING.

KNOWING U, KNOWING ME

HAVE SOME
BREAD AND KAYA.

[

MIN DOES NOT EAT PESFITE
HER STOMACH RUMBLING.

{ EMPLOYER RETUENS..-)

YOU ARE NOT
EATING?!

ERRR... MA'AM, T DON'T
EAT BREAD AND JAM.
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OH! OKAY. THEN DO ENSURE THAT YOU
COOK EXTRA RICE PURING DINNER SO THAT

UﬁiLﬁVEO#DR YOU CAN KEEP IT FOR BREAKFAST THE NEXT IT IS NOT KAJAM,
DAY. WOULD YOU LIKE TO COOK SOME RICE

BREAKFAST BACK NOW FOR BREAKFAST?
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WE EAT PORRIDPGE
: NO MA'AM, MAYBE T
.I ]

l AND KAJAM.
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THAT'S NOT JaMm, IT IS
KAYA AND IT'S QUITE
TASTY, I MUST SAY.
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[ MIN’'S FIRST PAY AT WORK J
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MIN, COULD YOU COOK
SOMETHING FOR
DINMER, ANYTHING THAT
YOU ARE GOOD AT.

KNOWING U, KNOWING ME

EMPLOYER RETURNS AFTER
WORK ANDP LOOKS AT THE PONDP

MIN!!I WHERE ARE
THE FISHES?

MA'AM T AM
COOKING THEM
FOR PINNER NOW

WHATTT?! THEY ARE FOR

LUCK! WE DON'T EAT THEM! [

BUT MA'AM IN MY
VILLAGE WE CATCH
FISH FROM THE POND
AND COCK.
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MIN, MAY I HAVE SOME
HOT WATER FLEASE?
YOU CAN GET IT FROM

MIN GOES TO THE ROOM
ANDP COMES OUT IN A NEW
SET OF CLOTHES

KNOWING U, KNOWING ME

SIR, YOU SAID GET HOT WATER
FROM AIRPORT SO I CHANGED
TO GO TO THE AIRFORT.

e TR

MIN, THAT'S NOT WHAT I
MEANT. I WAS TALKING
ABOUT OUR FLASK IN
THE KITCHEN.
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DO YOU KNOW HOW AN
AIRPOT LOOKS LIKE?

MIN! WE HAVE HOT
WATER IN THE AIRPOT!

HOW PO YOU BOIL
WATER BACK HOME?

KNOWING U, KNOWING ME

THAT FIGURES. LET

ME SHOW YOU HOW

TO BOIL WATER. WE
USE AN AIRPOT.
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SORRY MA'AM, ALSO
SORRY MA'AM, SINCE IT MAY T WASH THE

IS A BIG BOTILE I DISHES OUTSIDE?
THOUGHT IT IS
MIN, WHAT ARE YOU - DPISHWASHING LIQUID. MaTAM, IN MY VILLAGE
DOING? THAT'S NOT WE USE SOAP BARS. SO I WHY DO YOU WANT  jesiis
DISH WASHING LIQUID! THOUGHT THIS IS TO WASH THE
THAT'S BODY WASH! DISHWASHING LIQUID. DISHES OUTSIDE?
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BECAUSE CAN
SAVE WATER

KNOWING U, KNOWING ME

YES MA'AM, SINCE THE
SPRINKLER IN THE GARDEN
IS ON, T THINK WASH IN
THE GARDEN IS BETTER.

MIN, WHAT ARE

MATAM, T AM
WASHING MY ™
LEGS SO THAT T
CAN PUT MEI
MEI ON MY LEGS.
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WHY WOULD
YOU PUT HER
ON YOUR LEGS?

TO BATHE HER MA'AM. IN MY
COUNTRY WE BATHE BABIES
ON OUR LEGS.

KNOWING U, KNOWING ME

MIN, THAT'S NOT HOW WE BATHE
BABIES HERE, WE BATHE THEM
IN A TUB WHILST STILL
HOLDING THEM IN OUR HANDS.
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MA'AM, T DON'T
KNOW HOW TC BATHE
HER LIKE THAT.
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MIN, AH MA WANTS TO

EAT PORRIDGE LATER.

PLEASE GO POWN AND
BUY SALTED EGGS.

KNOWING U, KNOWING ME

—

MIN GOES OUT OF THE HOUSE
TO GET SALTED EGGS.

MIN, WHERE'S THE
SALTED EGGST

I PIP NOT WANT SALT AND EGSS!
I WANTED SALTED EGES.

YES SIR, I WILL PUT
SALT IN THE EGGES.
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MIN, LET ME BRING YOU
DPOWN TO THE SHOF TQ SHOW
YOU WHAT IT IS.

KNOWING U, KNOWING ME



