Annex A 

[bookmark: _GoBack]About Back to School Fair (BTS Fair)

Organised yearly to complement the Back to School voucher programme, the fair reaches out to low-income members with school-going children, to help lighten their expenses for the new school year through exclusive deals and special promotions on school-related merchandise offered by participating merchants. The fair promotions are also extended to all union members, and members will also be rewarded with LinkPoints (the Labour Movement’s loyalty programme) with purchases made at the fair. 

More information on key U Care programmes:

NTUC U Stretch Voucher Programme 
The U Stretch Vouchers are discount vouchers that would help low-income union members stretch their dollars on daily basic necessities.

Successful U Stretch applicants are categorised as follows:
· Members with dependents in the same household in Singapore will receive vouchers worth $100 in total value; 
· Members with no dependents staying in Singapore will receive vouchers worth $50 in value.  
The vouchers can be used at three of NTUC Social Enterprises. Each voucher provides the union members a $2.50 discount off every $5 purchase of groceries at the NTUC FairPrice supermarkets; medication or health-related items at NTUC Unity pharmacies and NTUC Unity Denticare clinics; and meals at NTUC Foodfare food courts. These U Stretch vouchers will be valid till 31 March 2015.

About Family Recreation & Fun (FRF) Carnival 
Organised and sponsored by NTUC Club, six runs of FRF Carnivals were held throughout the year for lower-income members and their families to have a day of fun and entertainment at no cost. Besides lucky draw and stage performances, each family also received admission tickets to Wild Wild Wet, bowling and food vouchers and access to unlimited play of games and activities. The FRF carnivals aim to promote stronger family bonds by enabling lower income families to spend quality time together.

U Care Back To School Voucher Programme
The “U Care Back to School” (BTS) Voucher Programme assists our low-income members to defray the cost of their children's school expenses for the new school year. 

Each successful applicant will receive a booklet of U Care Back to School Vouchers worth $125 for each eligible school-going child. The validity of vouchers will be till 31 March 2015.

The vouchers will be valid for use at:
· Authorised bookshops and uniform suppliers at
· Government /Government-Aided Schools (Primary and Secondary)
· Junior Colleges
· Millennia Institute under MOE
· Institute of Technical Education
· MOE-registered Special Education Schools
· *All BATA Retail Stores (except stores at Changi Airport)
· *All Nanyang Optical Outlets
· *All POPULAR Retail Bookstores
· *NTUC “U Care Back to School” Fair from 12 – 14 December 2014 at The Plaza, National Library Building

About U Care Education Co-Funding Scheme 
This Scheme provides 50 per cent co-funding support to NTUC affiliated unions/ association for their bursary/scholarship programmes, capped at a maximum of $50,000 per union per calendar year. Through this scheme, we aim to motivate and encourage our members’ children to pursue excellence in their studies. 

Donation to Bright Horizons Fund (BHF) 
U Care Fund makes yearly donation to BHF as it believes in the importance of early childhood education.  BHF provides financial assistance to children of low-income families at attend pre-school at My First Skool centres. It also funds learning assistance such as the Read-to-REACH literacy programme and the Behaviour Support Programme for children whose families require help in giving them a foundation for primary schooling.  

Donation to Eldercare Trust 
The U Care Fund donates to the Eldercare Trust to help support and promote
the welfare of needy elderly through NTUC Health’s community based facilities and services. These include enhancing day care and home care services, as well as fee subsidies to help middle to lower-income families who enrol their elderly parents in the day care programme. With this donation, NTUC Health could further enhance its day care and Care@Home services.

For more information on the assistance programmes under U Care Fund, please visit www.ntuc.org.sg/ucare  

